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Empirical International Economics 

 
Syllabus 

 

Structure: 2 weekly lectures  + 2 weekly computer exercise classes 

Prerequisites: Bachelor degree, fundamentals of statistics and econometrics, fundamentals of economics 

Assessment: compulsory home assignment and exam  

Qualification for exam: successfully completed home assignment 

 

Description: 

The course provides a selective overview of current empirical research in international economics with a focus on the 

analysis of offshoring and multinational enterprises. The lecture discusses current papers and introduces the respective 

empirical strategy and econometric method. Methodologically the focus lies on applied panel econometrics. The 

computer exercise reproduces the main findings of the discussed papers using the original data applying the statistics 

software Stata. The entire course follows a hands-one approach combining theory and concrete empirical analysis. The 

home assignment will consist of a small empirical exercise on interpreting and criticizing empirical studies. Previous 

knowledge in Stata is not required. The empirical techniques taught in the course are readily transferable to other 

fields such as applied personnel economics, applied environmental economics, empirical international management or 

empirical public economics.  

Primary aim of the course is to teach students how to carry out their own empirical analysis, how to interpret and how 

to communicate results. 

 

Aims:  

 introduction of key topics in empirical international economics 

 skills in data organisation and processing 

 knowledge of relevant methods of panel econometrics 

 ability to comprehend and critically evaluate empirical studies 

 in short: everything one needs to understand empirical papers and to write an empirical master thesis 

 not only in international economics but in any field that uses panel data 

 

Basic Literature: 

 Feenstra (2003): “Advanced International Trade: Theory and Evidence”. Princeton University Press. 

 Wooldridge (2002): “Econometric Analysis of Cross Section and Panel Data'', MIT Press. 

 Wooldridge (2006): “Introductory Econometrics. A Modern Approach'', MIT Press. 

 Joshua D. Angrist and Jörn-Steffen Pischke, “Mostly Harmless Econometrics: An Empiricist's Companion,” 

2008, Princeton University Press. 

further readings, mainly articles, will be announced throughout the course 


